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JAN 23 1956

Mr. Harland Bartholomew

Chairman

Natiomal Capital Plamning Commission
Fashington 25, L. C.

Dear Mr, Bartholomew:

Thank you ior your letter of 16 December 1955 with which you
transmitted (1) the report and recommendation prepared by a Cowm -
wittee of the Natiousl Capital Plapming Commission, and (2) 3 re-
port and recommendations of the Natiomal Capital Regional Planning
Council, together with statemcats f certain local planming agencies.

{am, of coarse, disappointed in the xdverse actiom tacen by
the Natiomal Capital Plamning Cormmission in 2 vote of £ 10 5 sgainst
our proposal to locate the headquarters of the Central Intelligence
Agency st Langley, particularly im view of the esarlier sction of the
Natiomal Capital Regiconal Planning Council to approve of the Lngley
site by a vote of 5 to 3,

Members of my staif and our consultants have carefully re
viewed the reports you have submitted, together with the sccompany-
ing recorumendations, and it is requested that your Commissicn o
view {urther our proposal to establish & acw headquarters for the
Central Intelligence Agency at Langley. the most sultable site that
we bave found and the ome which will best enable as to carry sut the
important mission that the Congress o the Uaited States has en-
trasted to us,

Our authorization sad appropriation were obtiined with the
clear understanding that while we were exempted from “dispersal”
we would at the same time deiiaitely not locate in the District of
Columbia but, rather, oa the iringe o/ the metropolitan-area of
greater Wasbhingtoa. It is important to us to have the Agency head-
quarters situated on the west side of the Potomac i order to com-
form with emergency measures that already have been tit=a,
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Uther wajor iactors that were taken into consideration in our
report 1o you included the accessibility of the asite to several key
points, generally in the Northwest Listrict of Colun:bia and adjacent
Virginia areas as well as accessibility or convenience to the homes
ol the majority of the Agency persuvancl,

we recognize the high residential value of the area surrcund-
ing the Covernment-owned reservation of 74%.5 acres at Langley,
we would wish to keep this surrounding area as it is, {or to do so
would better suit our own requirements tor & semi-rural setting for
the CJA headquariers.

i or reasons heretolore given, we believe that the character o:
the surrcunding lands may be preserved ior residential use xs a
community of low deneity, single iamily houses.’ ihere is no mate-
rial evidence that our developrient  would eventually disrupt the
entire community and require residentinl densities of land use and
commercial development ol & nature not drearmed of when the long
range plans ior the development of ; airfax County were érawn up. -

In our representations tc the Comrsission we indicated clearly
that approxizately 7% per cent of the automosbiles (3, 400 cars)
geing t¢ and from the Langley site would use the proposed George
ashington Memorial Farkway; approximately 25 per cent of the
autamobiles (1, (00 cars) of residents of Virginia would use the west
entrance to the Heservation {rom Houte 123, This micans that the
large majority ol the ClA employees would enter and leave the site
on the rotomac River or Parkway side of the deservation and there-
by bave little or no contact with the surrounding community., we
shall provide attractive cafeterias in the developrrent for cur em-
ployees so that there will be no need for them to leave the ileserva-
tion during the luncheon recess; in other words, there will be no
need ior shops and for uther commercial developrment on the peri-
phery of the feservation to serve cur ewployees; in lact, we would
preier none,

As we see it, this proposed developinent oi surs at Langley
is not an ordinary type that planners may place in a category which
{ita the patiern of other cunceatrations of people brought together
tor eight hours a day. Ihe proponents and the objectors to the use
Gt the Langley site for the {IA headquarters have expressed their
views with respect to the nature of the impact of this development
upon the surrounding areas. e believe that this is a very special
problem: and, as such it is our comsidered judgrnent that the Cla
can use¢ lands already owned by the CGovernmient in the manner we
have described so that the presence o: this Agency at Langley will
become an asset rather than a liability to the surrounding ¢ wmmunity,
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s e shall lend every pussible aid to this ead, and, in these circum-
stances, we believe thai the result will be acceplable to the large
majority of persuas who, tor cue reason or another, have expressed
an interest in this matter, The sact that the ofticials oi the Couaty
and a substaatial majority of the peuple of the { ounty desirz to have
us located at the Langley site seexs, in a large measure, tu prove
our point. 1 am sure that you arc aware si the results of the poll
taken by Congressman Broyhill which indicate that 7%, 3 per cent
of the voters of Fairiax Ceounty faver locating (ld st iangley with
wnly 17,9 per cent oppousing it, ané &, & per ceni having no opinioa.

It ia alac significant that each ci the seven mmagisterial districts
heavily favor lucating CIA at Langley and in the . ranesville Listricy,
which includes ianagley, voters favor this site by a 178% te 517
argin,

The prognosticaticos with respeci tu the roesult of lmpact are
largely conjectural, 1 believe that our argumeat is predicated upon
realistic sbservations that {it inte the very special situation which
iavolves the proposed wmove i the TIA LS i.angley., e see ac reason,
ior exarcple, why ibe present zoning it necessarkly suscepiible 10
successiul duwngrading by deterained speculative intereats, ' oF
that the lucation of ClA at Langley will necessarily stimulate urban
developinents with explosive and detrirmental iorce in violent cunilict
with the Master Flan, Vhe ares surrousding ihe Coavernment Hesgrvi-
tion at Langley will develop maore houses, whether or not the CIA 18
situsted there., I say this because the area is act distant irum the Lty
ol . ashingtun and with the arierial improverents and tire tnstallaviun
al the sppruved sewer lines in the Pimomit dun water shed, growih ia
inevitable. BEoth of these improvements were planned loag beiore
¢ 1A conternplated geing to Langley., Any ' impact resulting in & rise
in land values when forcing ' soning and regulatory changes, to pariris
high cost improvements, residential and comur ercinl, wm crder that
the tax increases would be suiiicient to carry ihe burden of Luprove-
ments, - will be beciduse of the nourral developnient of the area which
was already preparing ior an increased population long befure the
C 1A pruject at Langley was considered. The CI4 comteruplates pay-
ing the prevaillng rates charged by the local msuaicipalities and by
the private utility corporations {or services provided., Is it not tree
that the iive year old siaster olan {(Cumprehensive Plan lor the
tiationsl Capital and its & avirung) is » guide, and &3 such noust ve
reviewed pericdically to adjust ite sights to aew timnes, conditions
and the needs of the Lommunity? No doubl there will be changes,
ior Bo Master Plan can remain static in the light oi the changes that
are taking place now and thet will take place even witbout CLa at
Langley. ‘
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Havyiand vho might wse (hain Iaidge ez the nost direct route
to the langlay site. It clearly showe thet the anticipated twaffic
of our ssplayecs, o might wse this bridae, plus the prosent
Wizmﬂﬁmﬁswmmﬁt%mmmwww {hain Ipidge. 3ioce
pprovenents to Xey Iwridge are already wader contract and
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cornpd we can effectively use the langley elle with omiy those
bridge and road lwgrovesmnts as outlined Ly our conenltants.

tassd an two primary fuctors: the potential inpmcot on the sves ol
e sxtensive constyuction and itmprovements of scoess higinmys
and tridges. 1 Delisve this position to be besically incongietent,
since the Tomalissionr apporemtly belicves, on the ome haud, that
thare vill be a major relocation of owr personnel remulting in o
tremendoue impact upor the ares surrounding the lLangley site,
while, on the other hand, it declayes a necossity for extensive im-
provesents 0 highways and bridges predisuted upon the aseusption
thal the great majority of our people will vemuin wheve they pres-
atly reside, thereby forcing a vast bighwy cobstyuction progras.
ven if the higsmy construction and lmprovesents your Comalasion
bas specified as alnfamun to provide sccess @ the Langley site ware
mm.mmmmmmmwwmmmt
the ares wild be saublected to the Dmpact which you visualize.

four Comittee raised quesiions concerning the avellsbility i
of waber supply and sewage Glepossel. I have ussuvances from the |
1%y of Falle "hurch thaet they will deliver an adeqguate supply of _
waber to the langiay uite. Mmmlmt'am,éamﬁﬁm
ber 1955, and thelir supplemectury letber, dated 12 Decenber 15595,
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of their own noeds and those of the (I4, wd, as I have alrcady
indicaled, it is enticipated that the Agoncy will pey the custamary
chayges sel forth lp the Coundy's rete schedule, together with the
cngtopary quasrterly service chsrges.

In oy Judgment and that of our comsultants, the langley site
mWMWwMtMWmWw
A aite la the dortisest quodraat of the greatsr ‘hshington
be most comewient {0 the hoses of the majority of the wembers a:ﬁ‘
our stall. Zuerefore, e locetion of the 1A at Langle
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ing rush hours. The lengley site is strutegically situated in that
it will be at one of tie lmportunt crossyoads on the proposed Outer
ioop. I mmat consider the site selsciion Lechlem Trom s lowg
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range point of view with due consideration of the interest and re-
quirements of ClA as well as the interest of the Washington Metro-
politan Area Comprehensive Flan,

As you know, we have considered this matter with you since
Fellruary ol 1955, and I am appreciative of the time and considera-
tion which the Commission has given tc it. However, uanless ! can
make A final decision at a very sarly date as to the location of the
building so that preliminary plans and cost estimates can be pres-
anted to the Congress during this session, I am fearful that the
entire project may be delayed for at least ancther year., Accordiagly,
way | request that the Commission reconsider this matter at its
February meeting and make ite {inal report as soon thereaiter as
possible. we and our coasultants, Aiessrs. Clarke and Hapuano,
stand ready at any time to assist in any possible way. while no
additional {ormal presentation seems to be necessary, I believe
that it would be beneiicial to have Messrs., Clarke and Rapuanc, and
representatives of this Agency, presenmt at your meeting in order to
try to aaswer any questions which the Commission may wish to ask,
I, of course, leave this eatirely to your judgment.

sincerely,

/5/

Allen », Dulles

Director
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